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(1) Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 08-136555 (1996) 

"CONDUCTIVE CANTILEVER FOR COMPOUND MICROSCOPE AND 
MANUFACTURING METHOD THEREOF" 

The following is an English translation of an extract of the above application. 
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First, a metal film is formed on an insulating film and etched using 
photolithography so that it has a predetermined width, and then only a narrow portion of a 
point is left as a protrusion. Metal portions other than the protrusion is further covered 
with the insulating film. In case of a cantilever having a probe, a lower end of the probe is 
10 flattened in order that the probe has its height of more than 500 nm. Even if the contact 
pressure of a sample and the cantilever changes, an electrode area of the cantilever does not 
change. 
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